A RESOLUTION RATIFYING THE MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS OF THE
PORTSMOUTH
DOWNTOWN
DESIGN
COMMITTEE
HELD
ELECTRONICALLY PURSUANT TO THE EMERGENCY PROCEDURES
ESTABLISHED BY CITY COUNCIL TO ENSURE THE CONTINUITY OF
LOCAL GOVERNMENT DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC.
WHEREAS, due to the emergency conditions created by the COVID-19
Pandemic, City Council adopted Ordinance 2020-21 (as extended, modified and
terminated by subsequent City Council ordinances, the “Emergency Ordinance”); and
WHEREAS, the Emergency Ordinance authorized Boards and Commissions to
conduct meetings electronically without a quorum physically present between April 2020
and the end of June 2021 (the “Electronic Meetings”); and
WHEREAS, pursuant to City Council Ordinance 2021-42 adopted on June 8,
2021, the authorizations and procedures established by the Emergency Ordinance expired
effective June 30, 2021; and
WHEREAS, the Emergency Ordinance provides that, upon returning to in-person
meetings, each Board or Commission should publicly ratify all of the approved minutes
of the Electronic Meetings; and
WHEREAS, the purpose of ratifying the approved minutes is to confirm for the
record the validity of the electronic meeting format adopted through the Emergency
Ordinance and implemented by the applicable Board or Commission;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Portsmouth Downtown
Design Committee that, for the purposes set forth in this Resolution, it hereby ratifies the
minutes of the following meetings: July 7, 2020; October 6, 2020; November 10, 2020;
December 1, 2020; April 6, 2021; and June 1, 2021

ADOPTED at a meeting held on July 6, 2021.
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(Meeting called to order at 5:00 p.m.)
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Good evening everyone.
I'd like to welcome you all to tonight's Downtown
Design Committee meeting for the City of Portsmouth on
Tuesday, June 1st, 2021, being held in the Microsoft
Teams platform via videoconference.
Please note that this meeting will be
recorded and feature public comment.
Commissioners are asked to mute their
microphones when you are not speaking and to verbally
identify yourself prior to making any comments.
I will now confirm that all members of
the Downtown Design Committee are present and can hear
me by calling the role.
Commissioners, when I call your name,
please reply with a verbal response.
Commissioner Hansel-Union?
COMMISSIONER HANSEL-UNION: Present.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Commissioner
Richardson.
COMMISSIONER RICHARDSON: Here.
Commissioner Butts.
COMMISSIONER BUTTS: Present.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Commissioner Crowder?
COMMISSIONER CROWDER: Here.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Commissioner Lahy?
(No response)
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: I believe he's out
today.
Commissioner Babcheck.
COMMISSIONER BABCHECK: Present.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: All right. Thank you.
And myself, Commissioner Vaughn, I'm
here.
Madam Secretary.
MS. CHOP: Thank you, Mr. Chairperson.
For the record, this is Julie Chop,
Senior Planner.
In accordance with the local declaration
of emergency ratified by the Portsmouth City Council,
Portsmouth City Ordinance 2020-102, and due to the
coronavirus pandemic, which is continuing in the
Commonwealth of Virginia, this meeting of the
Portsmouth Downtown Design Committee is being held by
video conference on the first day or on the -- yes, the
first day of June 2021, without a quorum present in the
fourth floor school board conference room in City Hall
to reduce the likely spread of the coronavirus. Each
DDC member is participating from their home.
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Notice of public access and participation
to this electronic meeting was posted on the City's
Planning Department website, and public comments for
the meeting were received by Samson Okafor and Julie
Chop.
Further, all members of public bodies are
allowed and encouraged to participate remotely.
The Order, which you can find posted on
the City's Planning Department web page with agenda
materials for this meeting, allows public bodies to
meet entirely remotely so long as reasonable public
access is afforded so that the public can follow along
with the deliberations of the meeting.
This meeting will be recorded and feature
public comments. Even if members of the public do not
provide comment, participants are advised that people
may be listening who did not provide comment, and those
persons are not required to identify themselves.
For this meeting, DDC is convening by
video conference via Microsoft Teams app as posted on
the City's website identifying how the public may join.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Thank you, Julie.
Commissioners, before you are the minutes
from April 6, 2020. Do any commissioners have any
corrections or changes to the minutes? If so, please
state your name before stating the changes. If there
aren't any changes, we are in need of a motion to
approve the minutes.
COMMISSIONER HANSEL-UNION: This is
Commissioner Hansel-Union. I make a motion to approve
the minutes as is.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Okay.
Is there a second?
COMMISSIONER BABCHECK: Second.
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Second.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Was that
Commissioner Babcheck that made the second?
COMMISSIONER BABCHECK: Yes, sir.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: All right. We have a
motion and a second to approve the minutes from
April 6th.
As I call your name, please reply with a
verbal response.
Commissioner Richardson?
COMMISSIONER RICHARDSON: Aye.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Commissioner
Hansel-Union.
COMMISSIONER HANSEL-UNION: Aye.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Commissioner Butts.
COMMISSIONER BUTTS: Aye.
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CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Commissioner Crowder.
COMMISSIONER CROWDER: Aye.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Commissioner Babcheck.
COMMISSIONER BABCHECK: Aye.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: And myself is also an

2
3
aye.
4
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The minutes have been approved.
So the purpose of the meeting tonight is
to review the applicants that have been submitted and
determine that they adhere to the standards set forth
in the Downtown Design Manual for the City of
Portsmouth.
As such, we are obligated to make our
decisions based upon those standards and guidelines.
Should you not agree with the decision of the
Commission, you do have the right to an appeal and you
may meet with Mr. Okafor for further instructions on
how to appeal.
At this time, I would like to move on to
the consent agenda. These are the applications that we
have already reviewed and have been found to be
complete and consistent with the criteria.
Commissioners, should you wish to discuss
or make any stipulations on an application, then that
application must remain on the full agenda.
Do we have any items for the consent
agenda?
(No response)
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: All right. Hearing
none, we're going to move on to our regular agenda for
the day.
Applicants, please press star 6 to unmute
yourself.
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Is the applicant for -- I guess our first
applicant is, let's see, DDC-21-007, the renovation and
improvement.
MS. WREN: Yes, I'm here. Michelle Wren.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: All right. The floor
is yours.
MS. WREN: Okay. Thank you.
Hopefully you all did get a copy of the
drawing to the space, but we are renovating the corner
space -- there you go -- the corner space of Effingham
and High Street. I'm very excited about our
renovation. As you all may or may not remember, we -I came to this committee for a sign when we temporarily
located Bloom at 719 High Street. And so this has
always been our final destination at 739 and so we're
ZAHN COURT REPORTING
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excited to start going through the process and
renovating this old building that's been vacant for
20-plus years, the old Bloomberg Department Store, and
that is where we originated our name Bloom from.
So part of -- when the building was
renovated originally and apartments were put up top, I
think the original plan was to put apartments down the
bottom as well, but that never came to fruition, so we
are putting in a co-working space down there. And we
would like to reopen up the original windows that were
there to allow a lot of light into the building. So
these windows will match the storefront windows that
are already existing down. So it's an aluminum metal.
It's -- and so these, they will match what's currently
in the space below and go with the overall design of
the building. And then there will be one louver in one
of those openings that's necessary for the HVAC to meet
code for -- get the right airflow into the space. But
the paint color will also be matched with the building
so everything will look pretty seamless from the
outside.
That's really, you all can -- you know,
the scope of work was also put out there from HBA.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Thank you.
Commissioners, do you guys have any
comments or questions for the applicant?
MR. MILLER: Michelle, this is Jeffrey.
Great to see you again. Just a quick question.
Those windows that are coming in, those
are fixed; right? They're not going to be operable or
anything?
MS. WREN: No, they're not going to be
operable. They are fixed.
MR. MILLER: Okay.
MS. WREN: Yeah. It's really to allow
the light to come back into the building, you know, and
then to kind of restore the building as it was. And
then of course the one which will be the louvered is -that is required by code for the HVAC system.
MR. MILLER: Right.
That was all I had. Thank you.
COMMISSIONER RICHARDSON: Michelle, this
is Dawn. You said the -COMMISSIONER CROWDER: This is
Commissioner Crowder.
(talking over)
COMMISSIONER CROWDER: Go ahead, Dawn.
MS. RICHARDSON -- louvers will be
painted. Will they be painted the red brick color? Is
that the idea?
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MS. WREN: They'll be painted -- they'll
be painted the same trim color as the building because
the brick will be hard to match, so they'll match the
trim pieces of the building.
MS. RICHARDSON: So kind of the creamy
color.
MS. WREN: Yes. Yes. I mean, we can do
them -- we could do a red if you all would prefer that.
It doesn't really -- you know, I think it would be
better to match the trim just because it's a louvered
and not a brick, but I think the red would kind of
stand out more because that brick will be hard to match
because the brick is so old.
MR. MILLER: Chris, you had a question?
This is Jeffrey.
COMMISSIONER CROWDER: Thanks, Jeffrey.
This is Chris Crowder.
So the windows on the third floor, are
those getting changed out too?
MS. WREN: No, that's not our space.
Those are the apartment windows.
COMMISSIONER CROWDER: And then why did
you choose the size of the -- why are the windows
square on the second floor?
MS. WREN: Because those are the original
openings of the building. So the openings are already
there. Those windows were bricked over when that
building was re-- rehabbed. And so I'm not sure why
the original openings were square; I can't speak to
what the apartments did above. So this is -- this is a
mezzanine level. So, you know, originally -- so we're
taking out the mezzanine on the inside and opening up
to, like, to the base of the second -- you know, the
second floor, increasing the ceiling height. So
there's going to be no access to the windows; it's to
allow for -- that's why they won't open -- it's to
allow for the light.
Hard to see, I guess, from the street
view without a tour of the inside, but the third floor
actually are all the apartments and they actually go up
to where we're taking the top -- the bottom floor, and
then we have the mezzanine, which I guess is
technically kind of a -- it's a half second floor.
It's not exactly a full second floor. That's why we
couldn't use the mezzanine, it wasn't high enough for
height restrictions for code.
COMMISSIONER CROWDER: And from the top
-- I'm just -- I'm just asking because the third floor
windows appear to be wood windows, all wood windows.
MS. WREN: I think they're metal. I
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think they're actually metal windows. I can -COMMISSIONER CROWDER: Okay.
MS. WREN: I can look, but I know they
probably appear in that photo, but I do think they are
also the metal aluminum windows that are down below as
well.
COMMISSIONER CROWDER: Okay. All right.
That makes sense to me, that you're just infilling the
original windows with storefront. Thank you for doing
whatever you're doing.
MS. WREN: Yeah, yeah, absolutely.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Are there any other
comments or questions from any other Commissioners?
I do have one, one question. Are there
any other openings that used to be there that are going
to remain closed?
MS. WREN: No, not on the -- no, they're
not.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Okay.
MS. WREN: So we are opening all of the
openings that were originally there. We're reopening
them.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Okay. Awesome.
COMMISSIONER BABCHECK: I would just like
to say, I think that this is wonderful. I love that
they're using a 20-something year old building for
something that is so popular right now. Great job,
Bloom.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: And that's a great
corner, too, I know that's kind of a fence to -- to
Olde Towne and Downtown.
MS. WREN: Well, we've already seen
growth on the corner from what we've already done.
Cure coffeehouse coming in is a direct
relation to the fact that we're here and expanding.
So, yes. And we've got a lot of other people that are
looking now on this block that haven't been in a long
time, so we're really excited. So I think the
revitalization of putting in, co-working, and, you
know, bringing in a bunch of people working during the
day has been really good for the block so far.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: So I guess I do have
another question then. The sign that we looked at
before, is that going to come with the new space or
what are your thoughts?
MS. WREN: No, because now the height
doesn't allow for that sign because of the overhang
that's in the current space. So, no, unfortunately
not, but -CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Okay. So will we be
ZAHN COURT REPORTING
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seeing you here for signage or -- or what?
MS. WREN: For what? I'm sorry. Say
that again.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Will we be seeing you
again for signage for this space?
MS. WREN: Yes. Yes, you will, yes. So
it will be up above. We're working some of those
pieces out, but above the -- that -- I can't remember
what you call it, but there's a name for the kind of
overhang because, yeah, so the overhang now in this new
space is too low so it doesn't -- it won't meet the
height requirement for the hanging sign that we
currently have unfortunately.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: I do remember a sign
years ago that we looked at as a committee. I think
it's like the -- to Montgomery Square I think is a
sign. Is that -- would that remain?
MS. WREN: Oh, yeah, that -- that will
remain because that's part of that apartment complex.
So that sits on the corner -CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Okay.
MS. WREN -- and has that big M logo for
the Montgomery Square, so that will remain.
I believe we're looking at putting
something on top of that overhang structure.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: All right.
MS. WREN: Yes. We'll definitely come
back and if you all, you know, have any good ideas, let
me know. I've got our architects looking at it now as
to what would fit in.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Cool.
MS. RICHARDSON: This is Dawn.
You really need to paint the sign on the
brick like the old-fashioned, you know, warehouse signs
and stuff.
MS. WREN: Yeah, that's a great idea,
Dawn.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: I believe we are in
need of a motion and a -- a motion for this applicant.
COMMISSIONER BABCHECK: Oh, good. Can I
do it?
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Go right ahead.
COMMISSIONER BABCHECK: I move to approve
DDC-21-007.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: All right. Do we have
a second?
MS. RICHARDSON: Second. This is Dawn.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: All right. We have a
motion and a second to approve DDC-21-007.
As I call your name, please reply with a
ZAHN COURT REPORTING
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verbal response.
Commissioner Hansel-Union.
COMMISSIONER HANSEL-UNION: Agree.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Commissioner
Richardson.
COMMISSIONER RICHARDSON: Aye.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Commissioner Butts.
COMMISSIONER BUTTS: Aye.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Commissioner Crowder?
COMMISSIONER CROWDER: Aye.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Commissioner Babcheck?
COMMISSIONER BABCHECK: Aye.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: And I am also an aye.
All right. DDC-21-007 is approved. You
will work with Mr. Okafor with planning to get your
certificate of appropriateness and move forward.
Thank you very much for coming out
tonight.
MS. WREN: Yeah, thank you so much, and I
appreciate all you all's work. Thank you.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Thank you.
MS. WREN: And there's all my details.
Sorry. It was long. Thank you all.
(Ms. Wren departed the meeting)
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CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: All right. Our next
applicant is DDC-21-008, which is a sign installation
at 601 Washington Street. Is the applicant here?
(no response)
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Samson, is the
applicant online?
MR. OKAFOR: No. The applicant is not
online. I'm not -- I sent her a link and, I'm sorry,
she didn't come, but I sent -- I sent everybody a link.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Okay. Okay. Let's go
ahead and I guess defer it so we -MR. OKAFOR: Is there any recommendation
you can give me to pass on to her so that the next time
she comes in, perhaps the application will be a little
bit readier than what I have?
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: I believe one of the
things that was discussed in our work session today was
that we wanted to see at least like a placement sign
location and for them to verify -- verify the
dimensions. The dimensions in the description look
different from the dimensions of the existing sign, and
I guess we're kind of unsure of where it would go. So
we would need to know -- confirm dimensions and
location on that front elevation of the building.
ZAHN COURT REPORTING
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Does that sound right, Jeffrey?
MR. MILLER: Yes. Yes. The -- the image
that was sent from the applicant does not look like
6-by-8. It's more -- a lot more rectangular. So we'd
like to just know, based on what Ian just said, a
photograph of the building; and on that photograph, if
they could -- if they could indicate the region with
those dimensions, where that sign would be placed.
So I could make a motion if there are no
further comments or questions.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: A motion to defer or
what?
MR. MILLER: Yes, a motion to defer, with
the condition -- okay, I'll start over.
I motion -- I move, sorry. I move to
defer DDC-21-008 with the condition to send back a
photograph of the building showing the surface where
the sign would be placed, and the sign should be
proportional to the dimensions enclosed in the
application.
MR. OKAFOR: Thank you.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Do we have a second?
COMMISSIONER BABCHECK: Second.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: All right. We have a
motion and a second to defer DDC-18 (sic) -- 21-00 -what was it, 8? I'm sorry.
As I call your name, please reply with a
verbal response.
Commissioner Hansel-Union.
COMMISSIONER HANSEL-UNION: Aye.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Commissioner
Richardson.
COMMISSIONER RICHARDSON: Aye.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Commissioner Butts.
COMMISSIONER BUTTS: Aye.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Commissioner Crowder.
COMMISSIONER CROWDER: Aye.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Commissioner Babcheck.
COMMISSIONER BABCHECK: Aye.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: And then myself, I am
also an aye.
All right. DDC-21-008, the sign
installation has been deferred to our meeting next
month, which I might add will be likely in person based
on new guidance. More details to follow.
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CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: All right. Moving on
to DDC-21-009. I believe this is another application
that we considered deferring.
ZAHN COURT REPORTING
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We're in need of a motion -- or is the
applicant here and would like to present.
MS. CARROLL: I'm here.
Hello. Hi everyone, I'm here. Thank you
for having me.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Can you state your
name.
MS. CARROLL: My name is Jaimee Carroll.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: All right.
Jaimee, prior to this, we had like a work
session to kind of discuss different applications. And
at that time, we thought that there wasn't enough
information on your application to -- to review it this
evening, but I guess what we can do is at least let you
know what we're looking for once we defer it.
MS. CARROLL: Yes, please, because this
is my first time, so I'm so sorry that it wasn't up to
code but I'm going to get it right next time, I
promise.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Understood.
Understood.
Samson, are you still available to meet
next week, is that -- is that what I understand?
MR. OKAFOR: Yes. Yes. I would love to
meet with her next week, Monday, for us to go -- I will
make a list of what -- what we have discussed. And
she's real excited of doing that, so, yes -MS. CARROLL: Yes.
MR. OKAFOR -- I will meet her on Monday.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Okay.
This is kind of a unique situation, but
I'm just curious if any of the Commissioners have any
questions for the applicant while she's here or any
suggestions on what they see her provide?
MS. RICHARDSON: It would be helpful to
have a spreadsheet of the existing structure and the
changes to that structure. So it looks like there were
some renderings of what you want to have, but not what
exists so far.
MS. CARROLL: Okay. Got it.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: And just out of
curiosity, are you aware of the Downtown Design
guidelines? Have you been given a copy or -MS. CARROLL: I -- I'm not aware of the
guidelines, no.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Okay.
Samson, could you send her like a link or
a PDF or something?
MR. OKAFOR: Yes. Yes, I will.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: But long story short,
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there's a set of guidelines that the City has adopted
and it kind of goes street by street what some of the
requirements are for your -- for your property, for any
alterations or new construction or whatever. And I
think that will be a great help, for you to look
through that.
MS. CARROLL: Okay.
COMMISSIONER CROWDER: Julie, this is
Chris Crowder.
Can you scroll through her documents,
please?
(Scrolling through documents)
COMMISSIONER CROWDER: All right. This
is Chris. This is for the applicant.
Are these just inspirational images, the
lighting and the picnic tables and everything? Or are
these things that you intend to build?
MS. CARROLL: Those are -- yes, we're
going to build those, actually. But I -- I know he
asked for like an idea of what it would look -- the
outside would look like, so I just gave him all of the
pictures I could find that was closest to what we're
going to build.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: So this current page
we're looking at is what I think they are trying to
build; right?
MS. CARROLL: Yes.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: And those previous
ones were photographs of inspirations.
MS. CARROLL: Photos -- exactly.
Exactly.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Okay.
MS. CARROLL: I guess, sorry, I
misunderstood your question.
Yes.
COMMISSIONER CROWDER: And then I'm going
to ask you a few questions here so... this is Chris
Crowder again.
So the fence is made out of wood that I'm
seeing?
MS. CARROLL: Pallet, yes.
COMMISSIONER CROWDER: It's made out of
pallets?
MS. CARROLL: Um-hum.
COMMISSIONER CROWDER: So are the pallets
stacked on top of each other so they're 8 feet tall,
that fence?
MS. CARROLL: They're -- they're in the
bottom, yeah, they're not stacked.
Okay.
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So what -- we're actually going to buy
them like that. They're not going to be stacked on top
of each other, no.
COMMISSIONER CROWDER: Okay. So how high
do you think that fence is going to be, your pallet
fence?
MS. CARROLL: You said 6 feet; right?
It's going to be a 6-foot fence.
COMMISSIONER CROWDER: Okay.
And then the arbors that you're doing,
are you going to design all those arbors or are they
prefabricated or are they going to be site built?
MS. CARROLL: Could you repeat that? I'm
sorry.
COMMISSIONER CROWDER: The arbors that
you've got seating underneath, the wood structures
behind the building -MS. CARROLL: Yes.
COMMISSIONER CROWDER: -- are these going
to be prefabricated or are you guys going to build
those on site?
MS. CARROLL: Those are -- those are
going to be built, also.
COMMISSIONER CROWDER: I think what would
help me is if you put some dimensions on those.
MS. CARROLL: Okay.
COMMISSIONER CROWDER: If you've got a
design for those -- do you have a design for those
already?
MS. CARROLL: I don't, not right now.
COMMISSIONER CROWDER: Okay.
I think that would help the committee out
if we saw some actual design work that you're -- I
don't know if you can draw something or your builder
could put something together.
MS. CARROLL: Okay. All right.
COMMISSIONER CROWDER: And then the last
question, the food trucks are going to park on the
grass? There's not going to be any paving on the
project?
MS. CARROLL: So, I'm sorry, this is the
best drawing I can -- I did.
The whole -- it's actually pavement
already. It's paved already.
COMMISSIONER CROWDER: Okay.
MS. CARROLL: So it's not grass, yeah.
It's the picture.
COMMISSIONER CROWDER: So you're -- so
the whole site will be paved?
MS. CARROLL: Yes.
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COMMISSIONER CROWDER: Okay. And are you
doing any new paving or anything?
MS. CARROLL: So, I'm sorry, could you
repeat that?
COMMISSIONER CROWDER: Are you doing any
new paving, any patching and repairing or anything like
that?
MS. CARROLL: So we are going to do
AstroTurf for the -- the other portion. Like the
outdoor seating area will all be AstroTurf. And then
the sides with the food trucks, that will just be left
alone, and it's just cement right now.
COMMISSIONER CROWDER: Okay.
That's all the questions I have for now.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: All right. Is the
applicant able to see the image that was placed in the
chat?
MS. CARROLL: No -- oh, yes.
MR. OKAFOR: I don't have it up yet...
MS. CARROLL: I'm pulling it up now.
It's not loading up for some reason.
MR. MILLER: That's okay. The picture
that was copied into the chat was just for our
understanding of, you know, some site context, like
what's the area of the building for the project -- you
know, what the area looks like.
THE COURT REPORTER: I'm sorry. Who is
speaking?
MS. CARROLL: Oh.
MR. MILLER: So it looks like -MS. CARROLL: Go ahead. I'm sorry.
MR. MILLER: Yeah, we just wanted to get
a feel of what the area around the building looks like,
so I just copied a Googlemaps street view picture into
the chat box just to confirm that this is the site.
The image shows that -- it shows asphalt around an
existing building.
MS. CARROLL: Yes.
THE COURT REPORTER: I'm sorry. Could
you please let me know who is speaking, the gentleman?
MR. MILLER: This is Jeffrey.
THE COURT REPORTER: Thank you.
MS. CARROLL: I'm sorry. I'm not able to
look up the image, but it is what -- what you're
describing, that sounds correct.
MR. MILLER: Okay. And are you -- we're
just trying to understand some things about the project
a little further.
I meant to ask, I guess, in the
beginning, if you could just give a brief overview of
ZAHN COURT REPORTING
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the project.
MS. CARROLL: Yeah.
MR. MILLER: But it looks like -- are you
using the same building but taking off the roof? Or
are you demolishing the building that's there right
now?
MS. CARROLL: Okay. So, yes, we're going
to use the same building. It was Safeway Cab before
and -- so the same building will be there. We're not
demolishing it, but we are changing the roof, the old
-- we're changing -- changing it to the flat -- flat
top roof.
MR. MILLER: Okay.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: So I think,
ultimately, what we're going to need to see is drawings
that have a little bit more detail and definition in
terms of like what the materials are and -- as far as
the landscape and the fence.
MS. CARROLL: Okay.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Yeah. I think it's
very diagrammatic right now and then I think, also,
some of the stuff that you're using I don't -- it's not
uncommon necessarily, but it's a little uncommon to
this part of town, if you will.
MS. CARROLL: Yeah, I understand. I
understand that this is slightly different from -something really new for this area.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Yeah. And I guess my
final question about it is it looks like three -- three
sides of the property you're doing the pallet fence,
but on the fourth side you have something else. And
what exactly do you envision that being?
MS. CARROLL: So that is going to be the
spoke fence, and that -- that's the side where it's
like a McDonald's and KFC. So it's just so you can see
more of what's going on on the property.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Okay.
COMMISSIONER CROWDER: I have one
comment, this is for the group. This is Chris again.
How do we feel about pallet-style fencing
around this property?
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: I think it's a lot.
I'm not opposed to it, but maybe if it was minimized
how much you're using, I think I'd be more inclined to
-- to be okay with it. I think that's -- it's kind of
indefinite.
Just based on what I think your project
is, I don't think that's -- all that's necessary
really, I mean -MS. CHOP: Yup, this is Julie Chop. I
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just wanted to interject.
So the zoning ordinance does not allow
pallet fencing, so that -CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: That answers that.
MS. CHOP: -- would have -- would have to
be addressed by the applicant.
MR. MILLER: This is Jeffrey.
Would staff be able to show the applicant
where in the guidelines she may be able -- they may be
able to reference some of these key areas?
MR. OKAFOR: Yes.
MR. MILLER: Like for walls and fences,
the standards for fences are on page 61, and so forth.
MR. OKAFOR: Yes. I mentioned I will get
all that together.
MR. MILLER: Thank you, Samson.
MR. OKAFOR: Before I meet her, I will
get all that together, yes.
MR. MILLER: Okay. So is the fence more
for security or is it for -- to define the space that
people have to wander around that are having -- at the
food truck?
MS. CARROLL: It's actually just for the
-- to define the space pretty much. It gives like a
more intimate, you know, feel for the -- while people
are outside eating. And then that area, it's a lot of
-- it's actually a lot of homeless people that stay
like in the alley right there. So it was just to like,
yeah, fence it off.
MR. MILLER: It's a screen basically?
MS. CARROLL: I'm sorry?
MR. MILLER: I'm sorry. This is Jeffrey.
It's acting as a screen, also, you're
saying?
MS. CARROLL: Exactly, yes, and kind of
like a decor -- just to decorate it, also, because we
were thinking about putting like, you know, greenery on
the pallet fence so it kind of creates more of the
atmosphere, like the vibe of the whole business.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: There's a place, it's
called Toast, and it's got a lot of random things that
kind of enclose the space. I think it's tastefully
done, but it's not just all monolithic of looking at
the same thing. And I think moving forward, you might
want to consider how you create these intimate spaces
on your property.
MS. CARROLL: Okay. So the Toast is -okay.
I don't know if you've ever been to the
one -- it's called The Shack. It's in oceanfront.
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It's pretty much exactly like how their fence is. I
don't know if you've ever been there?
COMMISSIONER HANSEL-UNION: This is
Commissioner Hansel-Union.
Can you tell us where The Shack is
located so we can get a visual?
MS. CARROLL: It's in the oceanfront.
MR. MILLER: It's on Atlantic Ave. This
is Jeffrey.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: You've been there,
Jeffrey?
MR. MILLER: I have, but I do not
remember the fence.
MS. CARROLL: It's 712 Atlantic Avenue.
They have pictures of -MR. MILLER: They have like -- I think I
remember a picket fence, like a picketed fence, like
white, I think. That's what I remember. I don't
remember seeing pallets, but maybe I didn't see them.
MS. CARROLL: It's not the -- it's not a
pallet fence that we're down for, it's not the
traditional pallet fence, but -COMMISSIONER BABCHECK: So would you be
willing to do a different kind of fence than pallet -THE COURT REPORTER: I'm sorry. Who is
speaking?
COMMISSIONER BABCHECK: I'm sorry. This
is Commissioner Babcheck.
If -- if the pallet fences are not
allowed, could you do a different type of fencing? I
mean because even this -- your example you gave us,
that The Shack does not have pallets, it has an actual
fence with a decorative top piece.
MS. CARROLL: Yes. So the material that
we're using is pallet, but it's not going to look like
a pallet fence. I don't know if that is a better way
of describing it.
COMMISSIONER BABCHECK: Well, I think -you're saying it's pallets, that's why they're not -you know, you can't put that here -- that is not the
best way of putting it. Could you give us like a
picture of what the fence would look like? I think
that's would kind of appease what everybody has been
asking for really.
MS. CARROLL: Okay, I sure will.
MR. MILLER: This is Jeffrey.
She has -- they have in the application
some reference images. I think pages 23 and 24
indicate some semblance of what they would like to do
as their border. And I think in our guidelines we have
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some requirements of at least either like a black
wrought iron fence, let's see, or it says black
aluminum fencing is also acceptable.
So I'm wondering if that fence
possibly -- but it's totally up to you how this is
done, but, you know, maybe on the inside you have this
sort of grain wall pallet fence that you're, I think,
trying to achieve, but as the actual fence, you know,
you might have behind that, that faces the street side
or the -- the Wendy's side, I think it was -- you might
have on that side, you know, the actual security fence,
if that makes sense.
MS. CARROLL: Yes, that makes sense.
MR. MILLER: But however you might
tastefully, you know, integrate that within your
design. I think what we're saying is that fence won't
-- will not be appropriate as the main fence.
MS. CARROLL: Okay.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Yeah. I think if
there's a way to include it in your -- in your space,
but it doesn't necessarily become the entire
perimeter -Because it sounds like they can't even do
that based on zoning; is that correct, Julie?
MS. CHOP: Yes. We -- it's specifically
called out in the zoning ordinance that pallets are not
to be used for fence material.
MS. RICHARDSON: This is Dawn.
I think you could use a dog-eared wooden
fence or a Gothic picket fence and then possibly attach
pallet planters onto the inside, but you could use like
a chain fence on the outside for security. It would
have to be like the dog-eared or a picket on the
exterior.
MS. CARROLL: So I just want to clarify.
I know I'll be able to get the guidelines for a better
reference.
So I can't use the pallet material even
if it looks like a fence; correct? I can't use the
pallet wood material?
COMMISSIONER BABCHECK: So you're saying
you're going to be pulling -- sorry, this is
Commissioner Babcheck.
You're saying you're going to be pulling
the pallets apart and just using the wood of the pallet
as a fence?
MS. CARROLL: Yes.
COMMISSIONER BABCHECK: So it's not that
you all are just stacking some pallets and stuff up.
This looks like pallets stacked up, in this picture
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that's on our screen now.
MS. CARROLL: The pictures that we sent
you, yes. So, okay, so you are saying that just that
-- okay, I get it, so...
COMMISSIONER BABCHECK: So like from the
street, it's not going to look like there's a pile of
pallets sitting on the corner?
MS. CARROLL: No, it's not going to look
like a pile of pallets.
COMMISSIONER BABCHECK: So if we could
just know what it will look like when -- in your mind,
if you have an example of what it would look like torn
apart and done the way, you know, you're envisioning
it.
MS. CARROLL: Okay. I can get that for
you.
COMMISSIONER BABCHECK: Like am I right
about that, Ian? Isn't that what you are -CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Sorry. You said -COMMISSIONER BABCHECK: Julie, is there
anything against using the wood from the pallets for
the fence if it can be made to look like a privacy
fence?
MS. CHOP: I guess we'd have to -- to see
what -- what she is proposing, yeah, and I -- you know,
the zone administrator would have to approve whatever
design she has and ensure that it is in compliance with
the zoning standards.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Yeah. So, in my mind,
if you use pallets, you would take them apart and then
you would identify it as reclaimed wood fence. And -and it would fall under our guidelines as it's a wood
fence. And then it would be up to us, based on what it
looks like, if we approve it or not.
The zoning language is a little bit out
of our wheelhouse, but I'm hoping that Samson and Julie
can direct you to the right folks in zoning to get
maybe a more definitive answer on how you can use
pallets.
MS. CARROLL: Okay.
COMMISSIONER BABCHECK: I think it sounds
wonderful. I'm very excited about it. I hope this -CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Yes, this needs to be
refined, what we see coming forward.
Like I mentioned earlier, kind of more
documentation in terms of like what the materials are
and some dimensions so we understand what's going on
would be super helpful, and then I think a site plan
showing the extent of pavement and the turf you
mentioned would be appropriate as well.
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MR. MILLER: So to -- this is Jeffrey.
To clarify, a site plan would be a
drawing that is from bird's eye view that shows us the
full extent of the site, including the fence, any
pathways and pavers, even anywhere where you may have
furniture; we would just like to see in a top view of
how you are arranging things on the site.
MS. CARROLL: Okay.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Yeah.
MS. CARROLL: Thank you for clarifying.
That makes sense.
Do we have -MR. MILLER: And also to call -- and also
to call out any materials that you specifically are
using or are thinking to integrate into the project.
MS. CARROLL: All the materials, okay.
MR. MILLER: That includes on the
building; if you are making any changes to the
building, we'd like to know what those changes are, not
just in the -- in a diagram, but, you know, described,
written. Like the change to the roof, for example, the
roofing material. If you're making any new openings
into that existing building, what are those windows
going to be possibly, that kind of thing.
MS. CARROLL: Okay. Just the outside;
correct? Not the inside?
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Correct.
MS. CARROLL: Okay.
MR. MILLER: So to clarify again, a site
plan drawing and any, if possible -- I think your three
diagrams do this just fine. We just want to see you,
you know, tell us on these diagrams what this material
is that you have and some dimensions of things, how
tall are these things, how wide is this, you know,
that's what we'd like to know.
MS. CARROLL: Okay.
MR. MILLER: Thank you.
MS. CARROLL: Thank you.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Any further
discussion?
Do we have a motion to defer?
MR. MILLER: This is Jeffrey.
I move to defer DDC-21-009 until next
month with the recommendations given.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Do we have a second?
COMMISSIONER HANSEL-UNION: This is
Commissioner Hansel-Union.
I second.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: All right. We have a
motion and a second to defer DDC-21-009.
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As I call your name, please reply with a
verbal response.
Commissioner Hansel-Union.
COMMISSIONER HANSEL-UNION: Aye.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Commissioner
Richardson.
COMMISSIONER RICHARDSON: Aye.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Commissioner Butts.
COMMISSIONER BUTTS: Aye.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Commissioner Crowder.
COMMISSIONER CROWDER: Aye.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Commissioner Babcheck.
COMMISSIONER BABCHECK: Aye.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: And then myself, I'm
also an aye.
So DDC-21-009 has been deferred until our
meeting in July, which, from my understanding, will be
in person, by the way.
And, Samson, can you just confirm the
date that you'll meet with the applicant?
MR. OKAFOR: Yes. It's this Monday,
June 7th.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Okay.
MS. CARROLL: Thank you all.
MR. OKAFOR: Yes, this Monday.
MR. MILLER: Thank you, Jaimee. This is
a fantastic project.
MS. CARROLL: Thank you so much. Thank
you for your patience, also.
(Ms. Carroll departed the meeting)
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Do we have any
unfinished business?
MR. MILLER: Yes.
This is Jeffrey.
Just to pick up on our last conversation
from -- was it last month in April where we met to
discuss possible revisions to the guidelines? Has
there been any updates on that discussion in staff?
MR. OKAFOR: No, not yet.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Do you mean May,
Jeffrey?
MR. MILLER: It's June -- yes. I
apologize. It's already -- yes, that's correct.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Yeah. So we -- in our
April meeting we discussed that we would -- if we have
didn't have an agenda item that we would discuss the
guidelines and last month, in May, we discussed some
items.
MR. MILLER: I was present at that
meeting. I was only wondering if the -- if any of that
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parties who would possibly have more involvement in how
we do things, but that was -- that was my only adage.
CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN: Okay.
All right. Well, if there's no other
business, I guess we're adjourned. It's good to see
everybody.
(Whereupon, the meeting concluded at
5:55 p.m.)
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